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Weed Division Resources
ÅFarm visits to ID plants and help you develop a 

Management Plan.

ÅCost-share programs for chemical treatments.

Å25 gal. sprayer rentals - $10/week including 
delivery & pick-up.

ÅSprayer calibration ɀyours or ours.

Å0ÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÇÒÏÕÐÓ ÁÎÄ (/!ȭÓȢ 

Å.ÅÉÇÈÂÏÒ Ȱ×ÅÅÄȱ ÄÉÓÐÕÔÅÓ - Landowner 
compliance
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Weed Control in Alfalfa
Brand Names Application Timing Species Targeted Grazing or Haying

BalanDF Pre-emergent Some annual broadleaf weeds and 

some annual grasses

??

Broclean2EC; Bromox2EC; Buctril

2EC or 4EC;  Moxy2EC

Pre-emergent Mostly annual broadleaf species. 

Canada thistle suppressed

Spring treated fields ς30 day 

window

Fall treated fields ς60 day window

Kerb50-W Post and/or  pre-emergent 

applications

Annual broadleaf species and some 

grasses

3 lb rate ς25 day waiting period.

3-4 lb rate ς45 day waiting period

Select (2EC) Post-emergent Grass species only 15 day waiting period

AgriStar Butyrac200; AgriSolutions

2,4-DB

Post-emergent Annual broadleaf species and curly 

dock

Established crops ς30 day window

Seedling crops ς60 day window

Eptam7-E or 20-G Post-emergent Annual broadleaf species and some 

annual grasses and sedges

14 day waiting period

VelparDF or L Post-emergent Annual broadleaf species and some 

grasses 

30 day waiting period

Pursuit 2AS or 70 DG Post-emergent Annual broadleaf species  including 

a number of morning glories and 

some annual grasses and sedges

30 day waiting period

Poastor PoastPlus Post-emergent Annual and perennial grasses Un-dried forage 7 days; dry hay ς14 

days

Trifluralinproducts Post-emergent Annual grasses 21 day waiting period

The label is the law. Read the label for use on seedling or established alfalfa, specific weed species controlled, rates, incorporation needs, soil considerations, 

temperature issues and moisture requirements. There may be other chemicals available. Consult with your herbicide dealer.
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Questions to ponder?!?!

·How many acres do you own?
·How long have you been on your property?
·What changes have you made/seen? Vegetation? 

Buildings? Animals?
·What do you want to do with your land? 
·Do you have water?
·How long do you have?
·How much money do you want to spend?
·(Ï× ÌÏÎÇ ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ȰÆÉÇÈÔȱ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÅÄÓȩ

When thinking about weed control.



Costs 
Associated 
With Weed 
Control



Economic Costs of Invasive 
Species

·Weeds cost $122 billion annually by making land unfit 
for grazing, agriculture or other uses.

·10% of 1,300 native species in Colorado have been 
displaced by invasivesɀnow covering 1 million acres



Control Options
·Cultural Control
·Utilize desirable vegetation to compete with weeds.

·Mechanical Control
·Mowing, disking or tilling the weed stand multiple times 

throughout the year keeping the plants from going to 
seed.

·Biological Control
·Use of insects, bacteria, fungus, and livestock to 

consume and weaken the plants.

·Chemical Control
·The use of herbicides to control the existing weeds.

·Some herbicides make the plants more palatable when 
first treated.



Chemical Control Cost Example

Canada Thistle

1. Chemical only:
Ɇ $29.25/acre

2. Labor only:
Ɇ Set-up fee: $50-100

Ɇ Labor: $55/hr

3. Est. total:
$84.25/acre min.

Milestone & surfactant

Leafy Spurge

1. Chemical only:
Ɇ $27.60/acre

2. Labor only:
Ɇ Set-up fee: $50-100

Ɇ Labor: $55/hr

3. Est. total:
$82.60/acre min.

Plateau & surfactant

**Averaged prices ($25-$85 for labor)



Mechanical Treatment Cost Example

Mowing 5 foot deck

1. Costs:
Ɇ Set-up fee: $50 -100

Ɇ Per acre avg: $75

Mowing 15 foot deck

1. Costs:
Ɇ Set-up fee: $50 -100

Ɇ Per acre avg: $58

Disking

1. Costs:
Set-up fee: $50 -100

Per acre avg: $10

Note:

5 ft deck mowing range: $40 ɀ130

15 ft deck mowing range: $20 ɀ115

May be charged by the hour instead of 
the acre. Be sure to ask the 
contractor.



Biological Control Cost Examples

Insects for Leafy Spurge Goats for Leafy Spurge

·Mixed order of Apthona flea 
beetles: $100/ 1200 ɀrate of release 
avg. 1000 or more per location. 
The higher the release number the 
faster a population increases. Do 
not scatter the adults over a large 
area.

·Establishment best on silt loam, 
silt clay loam, clay loam and clay 
soils with an organic matter 
content of 6 to 9.5 percent. In 
addition, the release area needs to 
be well drained and not subject to 
frequent prolonged flooding or 
standing water, which will kill the 
larvae. 

·Valued at chemical rate: 
$6.20/goat/month ɀat 3 goats 
per acre for 4 months

·$1/head/day/30 days ɀ
stocked with 400 head avg.

·In the USA Today July 2009: 
San Jose, CA spends $75,000 
to graze 600 acres with sheep 
and goats. The admit it is 
about 45% more costly than 
using mowers and herbicides.



Quick Comparison: 126 acres 
infested with leafy spurge

·Chemical

·$3500 for chemical

·$3150 labor cost 
($25/acre)

·Grazing

·$9400-$ 12,000

·Mechanical

·$9500 for one mowing

·Biological

·$12,600 (1 release/acre)



Annuals, 
Biennials 
and 
Perennials



Annual vs. Biennial vs. Perennial

·Annuals are one year plants.

·Biennials are two to three year plants.

·Perennials are longer lived plants.

·Simple perennial

·Creeping perennial



Annuals!
·Prolific seed producers.

·Respond best to herbicides in the early 
stages of growth. (Spring.)

·By fall are usually working on dying.

·If kept mowed will still try to make seed 
below the mower height. 



Biennials!
·Great seed producers.

·"ÅÓÔ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÒÅÁÔ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ȰÒÏÓÅÔÔÅȱ ÓÔÁÇÅȢ 
This can be spring or fall.

·By fall the mature plants are dead. However, 
if they have been mowed or were later to 
germinate may still be in the rosette stage to 
early flower stage.



Perennials!
·Reproduces from seed AND roots. 

·Best control is achieved with using multiple 
control techniques throughout the season.

·Fall is an excellent time to treat.



Winter Annual Species Examples
·Cheatgrass

·Blue mustard

·Shepherdspurse

·Tumble mustard

·Field pennycress



Summer Annual Species Examples
·Kochia

·Russian thistle

·Puncturevine

·Sand bur

·Sunflower

·Common ragweed

·Horseweed/marestail

·Fetid marigold


