Prioritizing water quality concerns in the Lower South Platte Watershed

The Lower South Platte River Watershed in Colorado is a diverse mix of irrigated and dryland
farms, range lands, recreational areas, cities and towns, small acreages, industries and
businesses, livestock operations, and a wide variety of water features including reservoirs,
ponds, irrigation canals, wells, and, of course, the South Platte River. Good quality water is the
vital resource to meet the varied and expanding needs of this region.

This watershed is a critically important area for Colorado’s agriculture industry, generating
$2.82 billion (46.5%) of the $6.06 billion in total agricultural products sold by the state in 2007
(2007 U.S. Census of Agriculture) with water being integral to almost every aspect of this
production. Other development and economic drivers in this river basin also depend on the
availability of good quality water to meet their needs.

In 2009, funded by a grant from Nonpoint Source Colorado, the Colorado State Conservation
Board began the process of developing a plan to protect and enhance the water quality of the
Lower South Platte Watershed. Through public input meetings and other public forums in 2009
and early 2010, the project coordinator documented the water quality concerns and issues
expressed by citizens living in the counties within the plan area including Logan, Morgan,
Phillips, Sedgwick, Washington and Weld (see project area map and other process information
at www.Ispwp.com ).

The concerns listed below are categories of input received from stakeholders during the public
input phase of this watershed plan project, indicating the broader issues they related regarding
water quality in the Lower South Platte Watershed. No ranking or prioritization is intended
through the provided list. Following each concern in the chart below are letters denoting if the
water quality issue occurs naturally (N), is human-caused (H), or is problematic for the basin’s
citizens because of the regulations (R) pertaining to that concern.

On the attached form:

e Please review the categories and rank your top seven (7) categories of water quality
concerns in the Lower South Platte Watershed.

e Mark your rankings in the space provided before each concern with the most critical
concern being #1 and the lowest ranking of your seven priority categories ranked at
#7.

¢ In the space following each of your ranked concerns labeled “Specific Problems to
Solve”, please record specific water quality issues that you feel should be addressed
through the watershed plan (Ex., If one of your ranked concerns is “water
contaminants”, you might list “elevated nitrates” as a water quality problem you
feel needs to be dealt with in the Lower So. Platte).

e Please provide your e-mail address and the city/town closest to where you live. The
results from this survey will be shared with you and will be posted to the website
listed above. PLEASE RETURN AS INSTRUCTED BY August 15.

Thank you for your input.
Mark Cronquist, Coordinator, Lower South Platte Watershed Plan Project
mark.cronquist@co.nacdnet.net



http://www.lspwp.com/
mailto:mark.cronquist@co.nacdnet.net

Ranking Lower South Platte Watershed Water Quality Concern Categories
Please return this form by July 30, 2010 to the person who provided it to you or return to Mark Cronquist, Project Coordinator, at
mark.cronquist@co.nacdnet.net

Rank Category Specific Problems to Solve

Aquatic life & Wildlife (H, N, R)

Augmentation (H, R)

Biosolids (H, R)

Conservation Practices (H, R)

Dewatering & Other Agricultural Issues (H)

Energy Development (H, R)

Land use changes & small acreages (H, R)

Livestock Issues (H, R)

Phreatophytes, Noxious Weeds, & Aquatic
Nuisance Species (H, N, R)

Point Dischargers & Effluent (H, R)

Regulatory Concerns & Funding (R)

Water Conservation (H, N, R)

Water Contaminants (H, N, R)

Water Transfers (H, R)

Your Email Address:

City/town closest to where you live:
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