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WGCD Programs 
¶ Cost Shares 
¶ Educational Workshops 
¶ Equipment Rentals 
¶ Scholarships 
¶ Seedling Tree Sale 
¶ Youth & Teacher Education 
 
Resources 
¶ Colorado Department of Agriculture- brand inspections, private 

pesticide licensing, State Veterinarian, meat processors and han-
dling carcasses, conservation services, etc: http://
www.colorado.gov/ag 

¶ Colorado Division of Parks & Wildlife- http://wildlife.state.co.us/
Pages/Home.aspx 

¶ Colorado Division of Water Resources- http://water.state.co.us/
Home/Pages/default.aspx 

¶ Natural Resources Conservation Service- http://
www.co.nrcs.usda.gov/ 

¶ Small Acreage Management website-  http://
www.ext.colostate.edu/sam/ 

¶ Weld County CSU Extension- http://www.co.weld.co.us/
Departments/CSUExtensionWeld/index.html 

¶ Weld County Weed Division- site visits and cost share pro-
grams: 970-304-6496 x3770/ http://www.co.weld.co.us/
Departments/PublicWorks/WeedManagement/index.html 

¶ West Greeley Conservation Districtς 970-356-8097 x3/ 
www.wgcd.org  
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2011 Conservation Messages 

January 
²ƛƴǘŜǊƛȊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǊƳ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΦ  /ƘŜŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊŀŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŦǳŜƭ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǘƛŦǊŜŜȊŜ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƭǳōŜ ȅƻǳǊ 
tractor engine.  Allow faucets in your barn to drip water throughout the winter to keep them 
ŦǊƻƳ ŦǊŜŜȊƛƴƎΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǎŜŀƭ ƻŦŦ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀǊƴΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊƴΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ 
ventilation.  Instead, try to minimize direct drafts and create warm, cozy sleeping areas for 
farm cats and dogs that winter in the barn. 
 Also, it is okay to water your trees during the warmer winter days.  Water your trees 
during the warm part of the day to allow the water to penetrate the soil before the nightly 
ŦǊŜŜȊŜ ǎŜǘǎ ƛƴΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǳƴƘƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǎŜ ǎƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƛǇŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
freeze.  This winter has been especially dry, so give your trees a little drink. 

February 
Fall and winter are great times to prune your trees and shrubs because they are in a dormant 
state.   Although if you have roses, spring is the opportune time for pruning as this plant needs 
to be protected during the fall and winter.  When pruning limbs, make the cut close to the 
ƴŜȄǘ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ōǊŀƴŎƘ ƻǊ ǎǘŜƳ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ѻέ ǘƻ ѹέ ǎǘǳō ƛǎ ƭŜŦǘΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƴŎƘ ƛǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ мέ 
in diameter or is heavy, then use the three-cut method for removal in order to avoid damaging 
the trunk (see photo).  First make a cut on the underside of the limb, then make a cut on the 
top of the limb, and finally the third cut should be made leaving a small stub.  Never prune 
ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ол҈ ƻŦ ŀ ǘǊŜŜΩǎ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƎƛǾŜƴ ȅŜŀǊΦ 
 When removing broken or damaged branches, leave as many undamaged branches as 
possible so that the tree will continue to grow and reform.  Dead branches can be pruned at 
any time during the year.  Branches showing disease or minor insect infestation should be 
eliminated as soon as possible.  Be sure to use clean, sterile tools as failure to clean tools may 
spread the disease. 
 When pruning windbreak trees, be very conservative.  Only prune broken or damaged 
branches.  An effective windbreak must have foliage as close to the ground as possible,     
pruning low-growing branches will defeat the purpose of the windbreak. 

 

      Three-cut method 
           (Pruning Cuts, CSU Extension) 
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March 
March and April are an important time to get a hand on your weeds.  Weeds are best 
managed when they are still young and vulnerable thus early detection of weeds is important 
for control.  Now is the time that many annuals, such as cheatgrass, kochia, and several types 
of mustard, are starting to green up.  Proper identification of weeds is difficult during early 
growth so the following will help you identify these early weeds.   The following control 
methods were provided by the Weld County Weed Division, if you have further questions 
regarding these or other weed control methods, you can contact Weld County Weed Division 
at 970-304-6496 ext. 3770 or the West Greeley Conservation District at 970-356-8097 x3.   
When applying any chemical application it is important to Read the LABEL carefully and follow 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
 The following include photos for identification and control methods for common early 
weeds in Weld County: 
 Cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum):  Cheatgrass is a winter annual and is often the first 
grass to green up in the spring. 
Control:  Mechanical: Hand pulling, tillage, or grazing are effective prior to the formation of a 
seed head (June).  Chemical: While fall is the most effective time to control cheatgrass, control 
can also be accomplished in the spring.  The Larimer County Weed District recommends low 
rates of glyphosate (Roundup and others) applied in winter or early spring when other 
perennial grasses are still dormant resulting in little or no injury to desired grasses.  The Weld 
County Weed Division also recommends Matrix (3 oz/acre in fall and 2 oz/acre in spring) for 
grass reestablishment areas, but not for grazing situations.  Panoramic 2SL, the generic 
formulation of Plateau, is another option for controlling cheatgrass.  Chemical control is 
ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ ōǳǘ ōŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƛƳƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƛƴƧǳǊŜκƪƛƭƭ ŘŜǎƛǊŜŘ 
grasses. 

   

    

Young cheatgrass     Mature cheatgrass 
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 Kochia (Kochia scoparia):  Kochia is an annual, common in agricultural fields, 
rangelands, and along roadsides.  Kochia is one of the many species in the area that break off 
and become tumbleweeds in the fall. 
Control: Mechanical: Again, young kochia plants can be hand pulled, grazed, or tilled.  
Chemical: It is important to note that 2,4-D alone will NOT control kochia as it has become 
resistant to it.  Any of the 2,4-D and Dicamba mixes such as Weedmaster, Outlaw, Rangestar, 
and others are effective. Round-up is another option. Edict 2SC is another option (3.5 oz/acre) 
and 2,4-D can be added to the mix for residual control.  Be sure to add a surfactant to facilitate 
the chemical penetrating into the leaves.  To be most effective, treat the plant when it is 
smaller and younger. 

   
 

Young kochia                            Mature kochia 
 
 Mustards:  Flowers in the mustard family are four petaled and often have a pungent 
smell.  These annuals (tumble mustard is a biennial) are fairly easy to control when they are 
young. 
Control: Mechanical:  Again, hand pulling is effective.  Chemical:  2,4-D and Dicamba mixes 
such as Outlaw, Rangestar, Weedmaster, and others and Round-up are all effective. 

         
Young tumble mustard            Mature tumble mustard 


