
West Greeley Conservation District
Meeting Minutes
February 8, 2016
Call to order
Leone called to order the regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the West Greeley Conservation District Board of Supervisors at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, February 8, 2016.
Roll call

John Leone, Vice President

             Lenny Simpson, Treasurer 
             Richard Foose, Member

Randy Miller, Member 
Staff Members Present
Natalie Macsalka, District Manager
Kandee Nourse, District Clerk 
Liz Schneider, Conservation Technician
Partners Present

Rusty Norrie, DC/NRCS

Jasen Kettle, DCT
Guests Present


Kevin Madden, Eagle Scout

John Altenhofen, PE SP Projects Manager NCWCD

Anthony Becker, Potential Board Member 


Tracee Bentley, New Board Member

Partners Present


Keith Maxey, Director, Weld County Extension
Guest Speakers 

Kevin Madden, Eagle Scout made a presentation for his plan to create a trail at Houston Garden.  He will give his plans ahead of time to the board before carrying out the work.  Simpson moved to approve.  Foose seconded.  Motion passed.  


John Altenhofen, PE SP Projects Manager NCWCD gave a presentation on Augmented Deficit Irrigation in Colorado.
APPROVAL OF JANUARY 2016 MEETING MINUTES
Foose moved to approve. Miller seconded.  Motion passed. 
APPROVAL OF JANUARY 2015 OFFICER AND BOARD REPORTS
· Miller moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report. Simpson seconded.  Motion passed. 

APPROVAL OF JANUARY 2015  BILLS PAID


Miller moved to approve. Foose seconded.  Motion carried.
NRCS REPORT 
 
Rusty Norrie, DC/NRCS
· CRP – Approximately 400 to check.  Jasen Kettle has completed about 100 site visits.  Deadline is February 28.
· EQIP – Ranking now and expected to be done by mid-February.  
· CSP – March 18 deadline.  Working on outreach to get more.
DISTRICT MANAGER AND STAFF REPORTS

· Tall Guns LLC will be composing various proposals for the board on improving the security within and outside the office.
· Nourse apprised the board of the leak in the basement at Houston Gardens.  Specialty Plumbing removed the backflow valve and installed a new ball valve.
· CCTA – Kettle reported to the board about the CCTA conference and made a point of contact with Brian Williams and other speakers interested in conducting workshops for WGCD.  Potential topics include no till, green cover crops – NRCS has a soil health department to incorporate with such workshops.  Miller requested addressing the benefits of incorporation of manure in no till management.
· Tree Sale Update – Currently 67 tree sale orders.  Deadline for orders is March 30.  Pickup dates are April 14-15 at Island Grove.  
· Gilcrest Dewatering Pilot Project – Macsalka and Schneider attended the Central Water Technical meeting January 12.  Attended a Public Meeting on February 4.
· CSU Extension - WG is a sponsor for the 9 week Small Acreage Stewardship Class.  There a three landowners from the WG district participating.  Macsalka is teaching various classes.  
· Macsalka is on the selection committee for the Weld County Horticulture agent vacancy. 
· Deficit Irrigation – Macsalka updated the board on the various projects WGCD is sponsoring.
· Houston Gardens – Macsalka met with the Audubon to begin planning and planting for a Habitat Garden.  WG will pay for the plants.
· Progress toward finalization on contract with Don Hoff, attorney, for Houston Garden management.
· Contacted Assistance League about re-starting programs such as Children in the Gardens.
   NEW BUSINESS and REQUESTS FOR FUNDS
· 1.3% COLA Increase – Per WGCD Personnel Policy Handbook – WG is in step with the NRCS COLA increases.  

· Bylaw Amendment – Foose moved to approve and Simpson seconded – motion carried to amend Section 6 as follows: 

1.   Bylaw amendment (vote): Section 6 shall be amended to state: MEETINGS OF LANDOWNERS. The first annual meeting of the landowners of the district shall be held at a place convenient within or near the district boundaries on the first Tuesday of February, 1949 and subsequent annual meetings shall be held each year at approximately the same time in each succeeding year, at such time and place as shall be determined by the Board. 
· Personnel Policy Changes – The Board would like time to review the changes and discuss at the March 14 meeting.
· CACD Dues for $1000 – Item was added to the agenda.  Simpson moved to approve payment.  Foose seconded.  Motion passed.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
· Swearing in and Oath of Office for Tracee Bentley will be postponed until March 14.
· Election updates – Due date for Self-Nomination forms is February 26.
· Education Coordinator Position – Offer has been extended. Awaiting acceptance.
CSU EXTENSION REPORT 


Keith Maxey, Director

· Agribility – Promoting independence in ag for people with functional limitations and their families.  Various dates scheduled.
· Beet Production Presentation – February 20
APPROVAL OF JANUARY 2016 REFERRALS

· Simpson moved to approve with discussed comments.  Foose seconded.  Motion carried.
   APPROVAL OF MINING AND SAFETY RECLAMATION

· None.  
   APPROVAL OF CONSERVATION PLANS FOR REVIEW

·    None
   ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMINDERS
· Farming Evolution in Holyoke – February 17-18
· CFA annual meeting cancelled
  NEXT MEETING

· March 14, 2016, a Monday at 11:00 a.m. at WGCD Conference room, 4302 W 9th Street Rd, Greeley, CO  80634.  
EXECUTIVE SESSION
   Time is reserved on the agenda for Executive Session in accordance with (CRS 24-6-402 (4) (f). For the purpose of 6-month performance evaluation of Natalie Macsalka in accordance with (CRS 24-6-402 (4) (f).   Postponed until March 14, 2016. 

ADJOURN


  Meeting adjourned at 1:18 pm by John Leone, Vice President.
Respectfully submitted, 

Kandee Nourse
Office Administrator
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