West Greeley Conservation District
Meeting Minutes
May 9, 2016
Call to order
Leone called to order the regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the West Greeley Conservation District Board of Supervisors at 11:04 a.m. on Monday, May 9, 2016.
Roll call

John Leone, President


Randy Miller, Vice President       
             Lenny Simpson, Treasurer 
             Tony Becker, Member
             Richard Foose, Member Emeritus
Staff Members Present
Kandee Nourse, Office Administrator
Liz Schneider, Conservation Technician
Paul Conklin, Houston Garden Manager

Partners Present

Rusty Norrie, DC/NRCS

Jasen Kettle, DCT
Guests Present


Mark Cronquist, Conservation Specialist, CSCB
Partners Present


Keith Maxey, Director, Weld County Extension
APPROVAL OF APRIL 2016 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Simpson moved to approve. Miller seconded.  Motion passed. 

APPROVAL OF APRIL 2016 SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES

Miller moved to approve.  Simpson seconded.  Motion passed.  

APPROVAL OF APRIL 2016 OFFICER AND BOARD REPORTS
· Simpson moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report. Miller seconded.  Motion passed. 

APPROVAL OF APRIL 2016  BILLS PAID


Miller moved to approve. Simpson seconded.  Motion carried.
NRCS REPORT 
 
Rusty Norrie/NRCS-District Conservationist
· CRP – General Sign Up : 8000 acres; 40 in Weld County
Grasslands: 4700 acres; 14 in Weld County – all in the district

100,000 acres nationwide for grasslands

400,000 acres nationwide for general

· EQIP – 10 approved: 2 subsurface drip system; 3 center pivot; 1 gated pipe; 3 
             Grazing land improvement; 1 energy


 Acres: cropland = 408.9 acres treated


 Grazing land = 2810 acres treated


 Dollars: Total $438,812


      Cropland = $265,551


      Rangeland = $173,261

· Expect to have contracts fully funded by June 1

· CSP – New Sign Ups (4): 2 crop; 2 grazing
 
           Renewal (1); 1 grazing


           Awaiting deadlines

· HEL – None
· Staff Trainings:

Levi Sievers and Will Owsley:  Economics of Conservation Planning
Gerald Gregory: NutBal Training; Managing for Excellence

Rusty Norrie:  Supervising for Excellence

Jasen Kettle:  Conservation Boot Camp

· Irrigation Pipeline:  Warren Stroh

Gray Lateral

8-10 producers

1.75 miles

Dirt, Concrete, Pipe

STAFF and HOUSTON GARDEN REPORTS

· Houston Garden – Conklin’s status report for the Garden:
· Audubon Habitat (June 3) – Met with Jamie Weiss to coordinate planting, Boys and Girls Club will be volunteering to help plant, Conklin will work on getting wholesale pricing for plants
· Seasonal Helpers – Up to two part time/seasonal workers working approximately three days per week
· Windbreak Planning Budget – Simpson moved to approve and Miller seconded.  Motion passed for the proposed budget of $4500 for plant material to plant the entire section using mature plants in three rows.
· Boy Scout Trail – Eagle Scout Project by Kevin Madden has been completed through the assistance of over 20 parents/volunteers – naming the trail has yet to be determined.
· Greeley Home and Garden Tour – June 25

· Demo Garden – Vegetable vertical succession planting
· Improvements – Irrigation pipe to ponds and gardens; inlet spillway for basin – concrete work
· Painting interior of house – Work can be done during off season
· Eagle Scout Project – Interpretive Signage – Noah Mioshi is interested in creating the signage for visitors visiting the garden
· Drip System discussion for Clark Harshbarger’s demo plot
· Removal of barbed wire and seeking bids
· Xcel Energy - $600 reimbursement for damage to property and seeking access to property at their expense
· South Ditch – adjacent to garden plots needs redug.  Simpson moved to approve up to $1000 – anything over needs board approval.  Miller seconded.  Motion carried.  
· Gravel needed in various areas after repair work done by Quality Well.
· Conservation Technician Update (Liz Schneider)
· Tree Sale – Costs were approximately $35,000 which included staff hours, FFA volunteers, meals, COGS – sales incoming were approximately $27,000
· CSFS Nursery Tour – June 29 – Simpson moved to approve a $1000 budget including transportation and meal.  Miller seconded.  Motion passed.
· Northern Water/NISP/Glad Reservoir – organize and outline soil samples for area farmers. No cost to WGCD.  Some concerns for salinity.  

· Gilcrest Dewatering Project – 10 year lease and in discussion about more in depth details.  Aurora and Central have agreements - plans are on track and various options discussed.  Pilot is for one year with a two year option.  
· Attended Deficit Irrigation Workshop
· Warren Stroh – Ditch Cost Share (see NRCS report) possibility of working together with NRCS under and EQIP program.  WGCD could be a sponsor – Sievers/NRCS will be working on the project and keep WGCD informed.
· Unused Equipment – Fence Cleaner advertise and make some contact with grazing and forest services if interested.  
· Tile Drain Replacement – request for 15 acre horse pasture
· Dust Complaint – Phinney/Schwindt – ongoing issue.  WGCD will start up by contacting Weld County and make recommendations to remediate problem.  
· Small Acreage Class – to be attended by Jasen Kettle and Liz Schneider.   
· Outreach and Education Technician – Maisonneuve was not present but discussed scholarship recipients.
NEW BUSINESS and REQUESTS FOR FUNDS
· Oath of Office Swearing In – Tony Becker and John Leone were sworn in to fulfill a four year terms.  
· Officer Elections – Becker made the following motion:
· John Leone – President

· Randy Miller – Vice President

· Lenny Simpson – Secretary/Treasurer

Simpson seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  
· Conservation Boot Camp – Jasen Kettle was selected to attend from May 9-27 in Lincoln, NE.
· Coalbank Dam Inspection – June 13 – Will Owsley/NRCS will lead a group of NRCS and WGCD staff members prior to the inspection for instruction and expectations.
· District Organization – CACD Executive Director, Sharon Pattee, will assist with expanded outreach efforts and lobbying for Conservation Districts on behalf of WGCD until a new District Manager is in place. Simpson moved to give CACD $10,000 to assist with deficit budget for Executive Director.  Becker seconded.  Motion passed.    Office Administrator, Nourse, will see to day to day office matters, staff and Houston Garden reports from Conklin.
· Employee Six Month Evaluation – Liz Schneider, Conservation Technician.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
· Tall Guns - Leone recommended revisiting the discussion at a later date.  
· Envirothon Results – Competition was April 26-27 in Castle Rock.  Nineteen teams competed from Colorado.  WGCD sponsored two teams from Greeley West High School.  Sarah Maisonneuve, Community Outreach/Education Coordinator, attended the competition, coached and recruited the help of specialists from all over the Colorado Front Range to donate their time and knowledge to prepare the teams. 
· Scholarship Rankings – Miller moved to approve rankings as stated below.  Simpson seconded.  Motion carried.  
· Freshman Recipients:

· John Johnson - $3500 ( Bryce White Scholarship)
· Brittney Mena -  $2000
· Kaitlynn Seelhoff - $2000
· Renewal Ed:

· Jenna Frink  - $2000

After some clarification at the next board meeting the Continuing Ed rankings will be decided.

CSU EXTENSION REPORT 


Keith Maxey, Director 
· CSU is seeking to provide ag opportunities to Producers (Colorado Water Institute)

· Horticulture/Ag Position selected

· CSU:  Associate Dean position opening

· May 23:  Realtor Program with rural properties ( Jennifer Cook)
APPROVAL OF APRIL 2016 REFERRALS

· Simpson moved to approve.  Miller seconded.  Motion carried.
   APPROVAL OF MINING AND SAFETY RECLAMATION

·   None
   APPROVAL OF CONSERVATION PLANS FOR REVIEW

·    None  
   ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMINDERS
· Please turn in your mileage
· Memorial Day, May 30 – Office Closed
· Houston Garden – Compost Bin Building Workshop
· Habitat Hero Garden Planting (Audubon Society) – June 3
· Coalbank Dam Inspection – June 13
  NEXT MEETING

· June 13, 2016, a Monday at 11:00 a.m. at WGCD Conference room, 4302 W 9th Street Rd, Greeley, CO  80634, following the Coalbank Dam Inspection.  
EXECUTIVE SESSION
   Time is reserved on the agenda for Executive Session in accordance with (CRS 24-6-402 (4) (f). 

ADJOURN


  Meeting adjourned at 1:50 pm by John Leone, President.
Respectfully submitted, 

Kandee Nourse
Office Administrator
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