West Greeley Conservation District
Meeting Minutes
July 11, 2016
Call to order


Leone called to order the regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the West Greeley Conservation District Board of Supervisors at 10:57 a.m. on Monday, July 11, 2016.
Roll call

John Leone, President

Randy Miller, Vice President       
             Lenny Simpson, Treasurer 
             Tony Becker, Member
             Richard Foose, Member Emeritus
Staff Members Present
Kandee Nourse, Office Administrator
Liz Schneider, Conservation Technician
Sarah Maisonneuve, Community Outreach

Paul Conklin, Houston Garden Manager
Partners Present

Rusty Norrie, DC/NRCS

Jasen Kettle, DCT
Guests Present


Kelsea Holloway, Wetland Partner Biologist/NRCS
Partners Present


None
APPROVAL OF JUNE 2016 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Simpson moved to approve. Miller seconded.  Motion passed. 

APPROVAL OF SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES

NONE

APPROVAL OF JUNE 2016 OFFICER AND BOARD REPORTS
· Simpson moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report. Miller seconded.  Motion passed. 

APPROVAL OF JUNE 2016  BILLS PAID


Miller moved to approve. Simpson seconded.  Motion carried.
NRCS REPORT 
 
Rusty Norrie/NRCS-District Conservationist
· See attached
STAFF and HOUSTON GARDEN REPORTS

· Houston Garden – Conklin’s status report for the Garden:
· Garden Tour – 100 + attended
· Music Nature Class -  5-7  yr olds visited the gardens for their class
· Boys and Girls Club -  several visits and volunteer to clean up around the garden
· Photographers -  several photographers are using the Garden for a place to take photos 
· Easter Seals Group -  assist with various HG chores
· Spillway – upper is in need of repair along North side.  Lower is working well
· Best of Greeley – HG will be featured in next circulation
· Business After Hours – August 25 (5-7 pm)
· Flamingo Club – Last weekend of July 

· State Farm  - Incentive for $500 to HG if a State Farm staff member volunteers
· Plant Taxonomy – Plans for 2-3 sessions (1/wk)
· Conservation Technician Update (Liz Schneider)
· Gilcrest Dewatering Project – Ongoing oversight of project and communications with participants
· Equipment – Will seek other districts with interest in the surplus equipment; valuation and get bids or sell Fence Cleaner
· Outreach and Education Technician (Sarah Maisonneuve)

· CSU Project – pollinator project in 2017 at Houston Garden
· Confluence Institute – July 26-29

· District 6 Food Service – Farm to School

· Camp Rocky – July 10-16

· Small Grants – Simpson moved to approve verbiage as follows.  Seconded by Becker
· .  Motion passed.  Make available at $1500 per month and occasionally up to $10,000 for Small Grants focusing on the following:
· Conservation (wildlife, soils, water, recycling/composting, renewable, energy, etc.)
· Science Education (and/or)

· Connection between urban communications and agriculture 
· All Small Grant applications will have board approval before being awarded 

· DCT ( Jasen Kettle)

· Site visits for CRP & WG; soil and water sampling; ecological site assessments/ haying and grazing recommendations; HOA seeding and advising committee members associated; referrals
NEW BUSINESS and REQUESTS FOR FUNDS
· Weld County Weeds Dalmatian Toadflax Sponsorship - $10,000 – Simpson moved to approve.  Miller seconded.  Motion passed.  
· Small Grants – Prairie School Grant Application – ($1095) – Maisonneuve presented the board with a new Small Grant application.  Simpson moved to approve.  Becker seconded.  Motion passed.  
· Chamber Ag Tour Sponsorship ($2500) – August 26 – Becker moved to approve.  Miller seconded.  Motion passed.  

· Weld County Fair Premier Exhibitors Awards ($1000) – Simpson moved to approve.  Becker seconded.  Motion passed.  

· WGCD and Weld Weeds – 2017 Calendar Collaboration – Budget request – Schneider, Kettle, Maisonneuve are planning and designing a calendar with Tina Booton at Weld Weeds.  The board requested more information on printing costs and what other financial commitments will be forthcoming.  
· Twine Recycling Project Update – Support, growth and collection has been positive and continues to be promising
· Employee Review Approval for DCT/Jasen Kettle – Simpson moved to approve.  Miller seconded.  Motion approved.  
· First National Bank Funds Transfer – Simpson moved to move tree sale funds from the checking into the Flex Savings account at First National Bank.  Becker seconded.  Motion passed.  
· Colorado Farm Show Booths ($1695) January 24-26, 2017 – Simpson moved to approve.  Becker seconded.  Motion carried.  

· Rain Gauges – Simpson moved to approve reordering the minimum of 144 gauges.  Becker seconded.  Motion passed. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
· Confluence Institute – July 26-29 – Maisonneuve will be attending all week and leading a water testing demo
· Coalbank Dam Inspection – tabled

· Camp Rocky Report – Maisonneuve attended and made contacts to help in more ways next year
CSU EXTENSION REPORT 


Keith Maxey, Director 


      Not present
APPROVAL OF JUNE 2016 REFERRALS

· Miller moved to approve.  Simpson seconded.  Motion carried.
APPROVAL OF JUNE MINED LAND RECLAMATION

· Filing application.  Simpson moved to approve.  Becker seconded.  Motion carried.
APPROVAL OF RECLAMATION PERMIT
·   Miller moved to approve.  Simpson seconded.  Motion carried.  
   APPROVAL OF CONSERVATION PLANS FOR REVIEW

·    Simpson moved to approve.  Becker seconded.  Motion carried.   
   ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMINDERS
· Please turn in your mileage
· Chamber Business After Hours – August 25 (5-7 pm)
· Chamber Ag Tour – August 26 (8:30 – 3:30)
  NEXT MEETING

· August 8, 2016, a Monday at 11:00 a.m. at WGCD Conference room, 4302 W 9th Street Rd, Greeley, CO  80634. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION
   Time is reserved on the agenda for Executive Session in accordance with (CRS 24-6-402 (4) (f). 

ADJOURN


  Meeting adjourned at 12:45 pm by John Leone, President.
Respectfully submitted, 

Kandee Nourse
Office Administrator
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